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Pretty Big Year

Goodbye 2010. It's been quite a ride.

s [ write this from our office in Union
Square, there are thousands of people just
ablock away celebrating the Giants” World
Series win with a parade —and by celebrae
ing, I mean downing PBR tallboys, hooting
joyously, and sporting orange T-shirts chat
say “F-ck Yeah.” It certainly displaces the image of San
Trancisco as a New Age mecca for thin-skinned progressives
and tech geeks. And I kind of [ike it.

This has been a big year for San Francisco (see p. 76
for a recap), and also for 7x7. Founders Tom and Heather
Hartle moved on, and we’re now more closely aligned with
our owners, the McEvoy Group. This month, executive
publisher Susie McCormick—who helped build 7x7 from
the ground up —will retire after along and praiseworthy
career (p. 26). As for me, I went from being manaping editor
to executive editor faster than you could say “reorg.” The
result? Intense challenges and satisfying rewards.

It’s also been one of the most memorable years of my
life, and looking down onto Market Street, I have a hunch a
lot of people might be feeling the same way. For one thing,
it's been full of discovery. Here are some of the things I've
leamed about the city I thought I knew inside and out.

The joys of Potrero Hill. I moved from the
Castro to Potrero in January and have fallen in love with
its residential-industrial, small-town vibe. From its quiet
streets at night, I can hear train whistles and foghorns.
Every day on 18th Street, | run into the same neighbors

. walking their dogs, having coffee, or heading into Blooms

for a beer. Yet all I have to do is look north, and the sky-
line reminds e I'm still smack in the middle of a city.

The talented crew at the Writers' Grotto. When
1 became executive editor last year, the ficst thing T did was
schedule lunch at the Writers’ Grotto in SoMa and ask their
30-plus journalists, novelists, and memoirists to contribute
to 7x7. And they did. (It helped that I promised to pay them
well and fast). Now I'm proud of the roster of great writers
we've featured this year, including Stephen Elliott, Rachel
Howard, Chris Colin, Laura Fraser, Janis Cooke Newman,
and this month, Ethan Wacters (p. 76).

The allure of local gin. Magazine editorship,
alas, usuvally goes hand in hand with a bit of drinking. My
poison of choice has become an icy-cold Aviation: gin,
maraschino liqueur, créme de violette, and fresh lemon
juice. It’s ladylike but tough, modern but traditional. And
I like it that two truly great gins are made mere blocks
from my aparement— Anchor Distilling’s Junipero and
Distillery No. 209 —and that bartenders all over town are
making Aviations, from fancy Clock Bar in the St. Francis
to down-home KoKo in the Tenderloin. Our Holiday
Drinking Guide on page 84 will help you find your own
new favorite watering hole.

As 2010 draws to a close, I'm looking back on it with
gratitude and—in all honesty—a sense of relief. I'm also
looking forward to all the new experiences coming down
the pike in 2011: Fostering a puppy from one of the city’s
shelters, seeing the entire Réing Cycle at the SF Opera this
summer, caving in to that sleek new MacBook Air, trying
out a succession of new restaurants each month, and—
like the rest of the city—eagerly waiting for the Giants to
take to the field again in April.

Thanks to our Giants, the joy of baseball is no lon-
ger lost on me. I used to think it was such a slow, quiet
game, the players spending 9o percent of their time
standing still, waiting for the bat to make contact with
the ball. But now I get it. I see the tension inherent in
each mownent and how the field is an apt metaphor for
life. You practice, you work hard, you suit up and show
up, and then youwait for something big to happen. And
every so often, it does.

Coming up In February:

Two of San Francisco's favorite
topics—food and love—in one
great Issue. Don't miss it

Executive Editor
Robin Rinaldi

ARE YOU
SF'S
NEXT BIG
ARTIST?

This month, we were inspired by The Exquisite Book: 100 Artists Play a Collaborative Game
(Chronicle). In its foldout pages, each artist creates an iljustration based only on the
previous artist’s rendering, like a visual version of Telephone. To continue the game, each
week in December, on 7x7.com we'll post a different drawing {shown at right) by ane of o
the local artists featured in the book, Have a look, and then send us your own drawing Fen —-—
based on what you see. Each week, we'll choose our favorite entry and give the winner
local gift certificates worth $150. Of those five winning entries, we'll choose one to make
into a poster, selling 200 copies, signed by the artist, on 7x7.com. So get drawing, SF,
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