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alk aboul fale. Leslie
Rudd purchased a win-
ery in Napa with every

inlention of making wine, but
as he was cleaning up rouge
vines on his new property
he stumbled upon a suspi-
cious building with lhe fainl
leitering "Registered Distillary
209" Through the process of
deduction, Rudd figured oul
thal on his property in 1882,
Wiliam Shuffier opened the
209" Gin dislillery in the US.

Knowing an opportu-
nity when he sees one, Rudd
switched gears and purchased
a disfillery in San Francisco on
Pier 50, and Distiliery No. 20%9
was born {again), ready lo con-
tribute lo the "cocklail cullure”
that San Francisco is known
for. Arguably the mosl piclur-
esque dislillery in the US hov-
ering over the San Francisco
bay, No. 209 has been bring-
ing gin back since 2005. Most
classic cocktails were origi-
nally shaken and/or slirred
with gin, not vodka; and Dis-
tilery No. 209's personal mis-
sion is lo add Navor complex-
ity back in the SF drink mix,

For lhose whe are gin-
wary {or just gin unaware], il
conslitules spirils lhat have
been dislilled in juniper ber-
ries, and &fler thal the flavors
are up lo the masler crafter,

which in No. 209's case is
full-lime distiller Mr. Arnie Hitl-
esland. "Handcrafled” couldn't
be a more accurale lerm as
Hillesland literally hand sorls
lhe cardamom seeds for fer-
mentation by lenglh, choosing
only the shorler seeds for a
sweeler taste and tossing the
long seeds io avoid a bitter af-
teriasle. Hillesland has crealed
a gin with a myriad of flavors
leaning towards lhe cilrus side
with lemon peel and bergamot
orange that has inspired signa-
ture cocktails across ihe city.
In additicn lo ils bright flavors,
Distillery No. 209 prides itself
on limiting the amounl of con-
geners, or hang-over inducing
substances appealing lo bolh
gin-thusiasls and novices alike.

The 21* century gin of
Distillery No. 209 has done the
legacy of gin pioneer William
Shuffler proud with ils single
balch artisan paur. Using waler
only from San Francisco, and
bollled 100% in the cily, each
sipis akin o ingesting the bay—
jusl a more delicious version.
Dislillery No. 209 is a slaple
al most San Francisco restau-
ranls and bars, bul if you donl
see it offered, do your part
as a loca-vore and suggesl ill

No. 209 GIN
20%9gin.com
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